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‘Trump 
allows 
Medicaid 
shakeup 


State can implement 
work requirements 


By Ricardo 
Alonso-Zaldivar 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Rewriting 
the rules on health care for the 
poor, the Trump administra- 
tion said Thursday it will allow 
states to require “able-bodied” 
Medicaid recipients to work, a 
hotly debated first in the pro- 
gram’s half-century history. 

With Thursday’s much-antic- 
ipated announcement, Trump 
administration officials are 
moving to fulfill a conservative 
vision for one of the nation’s 
largest social insurance pro- 
grams, allowing work require- 
ments in Medicaid somewhat 
similar to those already im- 
posed in other programs like 
food stamps, now known as the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assis- 
tance Program, and the welfare 
program known as Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families. 

The letter to state Medicaid 
directors opens the door for 
states to cut off Medicaid bene- 
fits to Americans unless they 
have a job, are in school, are a 
care-giver or participate in 
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Billionaire 

to move his 
headquarters 
to Pittsburgh 


Thomas ‘Tull plans 
to live here full time 


By Patricia Sheridan 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


While Pittsburgh waits for a 
verdict from Amazon on 
whether to set up a headquar- 
ters here, billionaire Thomas 
Tull has already cast his vote 
for the city. 

The former CEO of Legend- 
ary Pictures said at his Edge- 
worth home on Thursday that 
he and his family will move 
here from Los Angeles full time 
and that his holding company, 
Tulco, will be headquartered 
here as well. 

“We are very excited about 
it,” said Mr. Tull, who is selling 
his California home. “It’s no se- 
cret how much I like Pittsburgh. 
This has felt for a very long time 
to me like home. I love this city 
and we are excited about raising 
our children here.” 

Already a minority owner of 
the Pittsburgh Steelers and 
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Steph Chambers/Post-Gazette 


Dog walker Rick Brake of Forest Hills follows a pack of dogs on an unseasonably warm Thursday along Friendship 
Avenue in Bloomfield. The short weather respite will end tonight, though: Forecasters are calling for up to 5 inches 
of snow and temperatures in the low 20s by Saturday morning. 


Trump rejects deal on young immigrants, 
questions proposal for Hara and Africa 


By The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump rejected a pitch Thursday from 
senators that would extend protections 
against deportation for hundreds of thou- 
sands of young immigrants and 


strengthen U.S. border security. 


The senators had hoped Mr. Trump 
would back their accord, ending a months- 
long dispute over protecting “Dreamers.” 
But the White House rejected their pro- 
posal, plunging the issue back into uncer- 
tainty just eight days before a deadline that 


threatens a government shutdown. 


During their conversation, Sen. Dick 
Durbin, D-IL, was explaining that as part of 


the deal, a lottery for visas benefiting 
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Tom Brenner/The New York Times 


President Donald Trump during a roundtable discussion Thursday 
in the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 


FINAL 


Sen. Casey 
exposes plan 
to dismantle 
Affordable 
Care Act 


By Tracie Mauriello 
Post-Gazette Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — It’s no se- 
cret that President Donald 
Trump has been trying to dis- 
mantle the Affordable Care Act, 
but it took a dogged Democrat 
to pry the written plan from the 
administration and expose it. 

That Democrat is Pennsyl- 
vania Sen. Bob Casey, who 
obtained it from the adminis- 
tration after blocking three of 
the president’s health nomi- 
nees to get it. 

The White House initially 
shared the plan with members 
of the conservative House Free- 
dom Caucus in March in an at- 
tempt to get them to vote for a 
partial Obamacare repeal. Sev- 
eral Freedom Caucus members 
were concerned that the repeal 
bill didn’t go far enough. 

The administration was 
“pushing very, very hard and 
they were essentially buying 
votes” for the March repeal vote 
promising to sabotage other 
parts of the health care system, 
Mr. Casey said. 

He learned about the docu- 
ment in a March 26 story in Po- 
litico and had been trying to get 
his hands on it ever since. But 
the administration resisted un- 
til the senator blocked confir- 
mation of three Health and 
Human Services nominees us- 
ing a “hold,” a procedural ma- 
neuver that allows any senator 
to unilaterally stop a vote. 

A hold is an extreme mea- 
sure that Mr. Casey can’t re- 
member using before. 

He told Department of Health 
and Human Services officials in 
October that he would release 
his holds if they turned over the 
document. Six weeks later the 
administration released it, and 
Mr. Casey went public with it 
Wednesday as part of a written 
report. 

“It shouldn’t have required 
all that. This is a piece of paper, 
but they knew it wouldn’t read 
well,” Mr. Casey said. “It wasn’t 
for public consumption but 
purely to get the votes of mem- 
bers of Congress whose views 
are a lot more extreme than 
even a lot of Trump voters.” 

HHS did not respond to a re- 
quest for comment. 

The document points out 
that the secretary of Health and 
Human Services has “signifi- 
cant authority to improve the 
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15 jail employees sickened during crackdown on chemical contraband 


By Shelly Bradbury 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Fifteen Allegheny County Jail 
employees were sickened this 
week while searching cells in an at- 
tempt to crack down on illegal sub- 
stances entering the jail through 


chemical-soaked paper, Warden 
Orlando Harper said Thursday. 
Jail officials revoked the secu- 
rity clearances for two food vendor 
employees after they were found to 
be carrying paper with traces of 
chemicals and narcotics on Wed- 
nesday, and a third employee of 


Summit Food Services was ar- 
rested after she was found with a 
small amount of marijuana, 
Warden Harper said. 

He did not say what the chemi- 
cals are suspected to be, but two 
sources with knowledge of the situ- 
ation said one is thought to be K2, a 


synthetic marijuana. 

Warden Harper said jail staffers 
and internal affairs investigators 
with the Allegheny County Police re- 
ceived tips “earlier this week” that 
the chemical-soaked papers were 
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